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INTRO
Staphylococcus aureus is a
bacterium that can be carried
commensally, without causing
harm, or as a pathogen, which
may cause disease and is carried
by 30% of the population
(Karabiber). Swabs were collected
then a series of culture tests were
conducted to test for presence of
S. aureus. Positive isolates were
then tested for the presence or
absence of alpha, TSST-1, SEl-X,
and SEA toxins using polymerase
chain reaction (PCR).
STUDY BY THE NUMBERS
1,632 total Swabs collected
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DON'T YOU KNOW THAT
YOU'RE TOXIC? 
(
Toxic Shock Syndrome Toxin-1 (TSST-1) is a
superantigen that causes a majority of menstrual
TSS and half of non-menstrual TSS. 
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Figure 1. Agarose gel electrophoresis (2% agarose) of isolates after TSST-1
toxin PCR. TSST-1 expected band length is 650 base pairs. Positive control
has band length of about 650 base pairs. Negative control should not have a










T Cell activation and controlled 
cytokine release








Immense inflammatory response causing
endotoxin-like shock, including endothelial
leakage, multiorgan failure, and possibly
death.
Normal immune response, infection fought
off.
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